
The Industrial Revolution saw the
increasing need to house the vast influx-
es of workers to the mill, colliery and
other industrial settlements in places like
the north of England, Midlands and the
South Wales valleys. This has been well
documented and the model villages
developed by such as Titus Salt at
Saltaire, Joseph Rowntree at Earswick
near York and Robert Owen at New
Lanark have been extensively studied.
When recently researching the provision
of housing for the workers of various
industries in Essex, the role of maltsters
and brewers in providing housing for
their workforce also became evident.
This link between the malting and brew-
ing industries and the provision of hous-
ing for their staff did not come as a sur-
prise, they were after all ubiquitous
industries and were competing with
many other businesses for staff. Hence,
the maltsters and brewers, like other
industrialists, needed to take a number
of measures to attract and retain staff. It
was recognised also that caring for the
welfare of the workforce improved indus-
trial relations and resulted in improve-
ments in the products and increased out-
put - there was good business sense as
well as philanthropic intent behind the
provision of housing and other facilities
for staff.

In respect of the brewing industry, Arthur
Guinness, Son & Co Ltd received such
advice from their chief medical officer
who is quoted in Budgett Meakin's
seminal work on Model Factories and
Villages.1 I quote from Meakin's book:

‘In a valuable report just presented to the
directors of Guinness's Brewery by their
chief medical officer, there are set forth the
following admirable suggestions, of equal
value to any other of our great industrial
concerns as steps which ought to be taken
to promote the mutual interest of the
employers and employed:-

1. Encouragement of technical educa-
tion amongst the younger generation.

2. Popular lectures of an educational
description.

3. Encouragement of healthy out-of-
doors sports, athletic exercise, and gym-
nastics, amongst the men and boys.

4. The distribution of literature dealing
with Hygiene and the Prevention of
Disease.

5. Practical demonstrations of cooking
to the mothers and young women.
6. Distribution of pamphlets dealing
with infant feeding.

7. Giving opportunities for recreation
to the men and their wives, in the
shape of concerts or social evenings
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during winter months.
8. Encouraging a closer intercourse

between the higher officials and the
labouring men after working hours. I am
firmly convinced that if the heads of
departments were to identify themselves
more with the social life of their men, it
would have a healthy effect, and would
lead to a closer sympathy and develop a
great mutual respect.

9. Lastly, and of greater importance
than all the preceding suggestions, is
the Housing problem. Until our families
are given the opportunity of being com-
fortably and decently housed we cannot
expect to do much in raising their social
and moral standard. I therefore make so
bold as to look forward to the day when
a Brewery Model Village is built on the
lines of Cadbury's, at Bourneville, and
Lever Brothers, at Port Sunlight, where
our people can obtain a small one- or
two-storey cottage at a reasonable rent.
That the tenement house system,
except for a few very poor who must
continue to reside in a congested city
area, is a retrograde step, I am strongly
of opinion; such a system neither con-
duces to good morals nor a high social
standard of living.

The well-paid labourer, whose earnings
are constant, should be given a chance of
having a self-contained home of his own;
such a cottage can be made home-like,
attractive, and comfortable; in a few cases
is this possible in a tenement building.’2

Guinness did implement some of these
suggestions. They provided a large din-
ing room and subsidised (and some free)

meals for workers; paid holidays, an
annual fete and annual excursion; the
fees and time off for young men to attend
the local technical schools; and 'lectures
for the men and their wives on food and
its preparation, healthy homes, and the
care of sick folk or children'.3 However,
Meakin does not report on whether
Guinness responded to the recommen-
dation regarding a 'Brewery Model
Village', or indeed the provision of any
housing at all.

The building of a house for the head
brewer as part of the development of the
brewery had already been identified in
the survey of Essex Breweries4 which the
author reported on in a previous edition
of this journal.5 Brewer's houses were
identified at such breweries as those at
Dunmow, Foxearth, Hatfield Peverel,
Stansted Mountfitchet and Wethersfield.

The existence of houses currently given a
name associating them with the malting
and brewing industries is not always a
good lead to a possible original role with-
in that industry. For example there are
two cottages in Great Dunmow called
'Little Brewers'. These are not immediate-
ly adjacent to a brewery site, but are in
fact approximately equidistant between
the two breweries that were in Great
Dunmow. These were Randall's North
Street Brewery of 1803 and Webb &
Gibbons' Crown Brewery of 1866 in
Market Place. The cottages pre-date both
breweries being originally a terrace of
three two-storey timber-framed cottages
of the 16th century, or even earlier. Were
they bought and used by one of these
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breweries for its staff, were they so called
during the 19th century in recognition of
their position or did private brewing take
place there at an earlier date? Apparently
they were purchased by the owner of the
North Street brewery and therefore may
have been used for staff, but they were
not built specifically for them. At Hartford
End close to the now closed Ridley's
brewery is a pair of post-war semi-
detached houses known as 1 & 2 Brew
House Cottages; the name probably
reflecting their position rather than any
industry association.

The first currently known building of hous-
ing for staff in the malting or brewing
industries in Essex is at Mistley. Here at
what was known as Mistley Thorn Richard
Rigby (1690-1730) built a planned indus-
trial village. He had inherited the estate at
Mistley which included the important port
on the River Stour estuary. He made alter-
ations to the quay, repaired a lime-kiln and
built a new ship-yard, coal yards, granary
and two malthouses. For the people who
worked at this port and its industries he
renovated existing houses and built new
ones, the first being those on the High
Street. Richard Rigby's son (also Richard,
1722-1788) replaced the two malthouses
in 1775 with one larger brick one on the
quay, which was demolished and replaced
in 1902. This replacement was itself
demolished and replaced with warehous-
es only recently.6 He also built further new
houses for the workforce, the terrace of 12
cottages on The Green at Mistley which
are part of the Conservation Area and
Listed Grade II.

Mistley became even more famous for its
malting industry in the second half of the
19th century when Robert Free helped
establish the business of Free, Rodwell &
Co. Seven multi-storey malthouses were
erected incorporating technical innova-
tions patented by Robert Free. This
industry served the vast barley growing
areas of East Anglia, supplying malt to
London and other major brewing centres
by sea and rail. As well as the port facili-
ties and railway a purpose built workers'
settlement known as New Mistley was
established including a school, inn and
Primitive Methodist Chapel. Free's own
house, The Elms, was located in a promi-
nent position between the workers' hous-
es and the malthouses, and next to the
school. The Directory of 1859 records
Free living at The Elms and as being a
maltster amongst a number of other
occupations. Its position indicates a
paternalistic and controlling approach to
the workforce as not only did they have
housing and community facilities provid-
ed for them but also they were chan-
nelled past Free's house on the way to
work and school.7

The housing at New Mistley is made up
of a number of short terraces of two-
storey cottages, built, as were the malt-
houses, of red brick with contrasting
colours for detail and decoration, all
under slate roofs, with small paned sash
windows. Although some cottages have
been altered externally (and no doubt
internally) the character and layout of this
planned settlement remain undisturbed
and are part of the Conservation Area.
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Even before Free was providing houses
for staff Southminster maltings had work-
ers' cottages adjacent to them.
Southminster maltings was built in the
mid 1840s and developed into a major
maltings complex. These brick built
three-storey maltings had a combination
of wood and iron columns supporting dif-
ferent floors and also a combination of
kiln vent types. One was a conical kiln
vent, while four were pyramidal kiln vents
and at least some of these kilns were
built by Bryan Corcoran & Co. This mix-
ture of column and kiln types would indi-
cate different phases of development of
the site.8 Adjacent to the maltings was a
terrace of five workers' cottages. The site
was cleared in 1972 and is now a busi-
ness park.9

The first housing built by a brewer in
Essex so far identified is that in Saffron
Walden built by Gibson. The Gibson
family began brewing during the first half
of the 19th century on what became the
site of the Anchor Brewery on the High
Street in Saffron Walden. It was sold to
the Taylor family of brewers soon after
they had built a terrace of five cottages in
Abbey Lane to house their employees.
They were later given to the Almshouse
Trustees. The terrace consists of what
appear to be three single storey cottages
but are in fact two-storey as the ground
slopes down towards the rear, flanked at
each end by two-storey cross wings.
They are built of gault brick under slate
roofs and are architecturally very decora-
tive having projecting gabled porches,
arched doorways, windows with stone
mullions and lattice glazing, decorative

barge boards and chimney stacks. They
are Grade II Listed buildings.

Thomas Dixon Ridley took over his
father's mill in Mill Lane Hartford End, but
following marriage to a brewer's daughter
built the Hartford End brewery in 1842.
Later in the century to the west of the
brewery buildings in Mill Lane he built two
pairs of semi-detached houses for the
brewery workers. These are of yellow
brick with red dressings under slate roofs
and sash windows with small panes.
Other cottages were built on the site, but
these were demolished in the 1980s to
make way for new offices.10 Two sub-
stantial detached houses were also built
further from the brewery buildings for
senior staff such as the head brewer.
After over 160 years of continuous pro-
duction by the Ridley family business the
brewery ceased operating in 2005 follow-
ing a take over. This leaves the brewery
buildings at risk and may be the houses
as well, which, if they do survive, could
well lose their historical context.

The survey of industrial housing in Essex
has identified the role of both maltsters
and brewers in providing housing for
their workforces. This ranged from just a
small development of terraced or semi-
detached houses to a modest planned
settlement with a number of houses and
community facilities. This range of devel-
opments reflects the scale of the respec-
tive businesses and conforms to the pat-
tern of industrial housing development
seen elsewhere in Essex and the nation
as a whole. It would be of interest to
identify how this pattern compares with
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that of other maltsters and brewers with-
in the UK. Such is the significance of
some of this housing in Essex architec-
turally and historically that most of the
sites are subject to some form statutory
protection.
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Figure 1. Housing on The Green at Mistley Thorn built by Richard Rigby.

(The following photographs are all by the author.)
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Figure 2. The Brewery House at the Hatfield Peverel brewery founded by Edwin Rust and
once also owned by Ridley's.

Figure 3. The Brewery House of the Stansted Mountfitchet brewery.
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Figure 4. The Brewery House (Hillfoot House) of the Wethersfield brewery founded by
Thomas Raven but sold to Greene King & Sons Ltd.

Figure 5. Free, Rodwell & Co Malthouse No. 1 undergoing conversion to apartments.
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Figure 6. Free, Rodwell & Co Malthouse No. 2.

Figure 7. The Elms, Robert Free's house at New Mistley.
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Figure 8. Terraced housing in Beckford Road, New Mistley built by Robert Free for
workers in the malting industry.

Figure 9. Stour Cottages, Beckford Road, New Mistley.
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Figure 10. A pair of semi-detached cottages in Pleasant Place, off
Beckford Road, New Mistley.

Figure 11. Cottages built by the Gibson brewing family in Abbey Lane for staff
of the Anchor Brewery, Saffron Walden.
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Figure 12. Two pairs of semi-detached cottages built in Mill Lane, Hartford End
by Ridleys adjacent to their brewery.

Figure 13. Mill Lane, Hartford End with the brewery cottages on the left and the
brewery itself in the distance.




